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ar nnlisisly end, t\f. to the spirits of girls who die be-
fore marriage, but when the circumstances of their
death specially strikes the imagination of the general
pub!:,:, the reverence which is ordinarily confined to the
family expands into a regular local cult.
Then, again, there is the spirit of the boundary
sicae, the spirits of hills and rivers, forests and trees,
the deities of particular arts and crafts, who are wor-
shipped by particular classes of the population. The
warship of serpents, especially the deadly cobra, is
ccxffiDn all over South India, In one village of ..the
Wynaad I came across a Mission school which was
visited almost daily by a large cobra, which glided
undisturbed and harmless through the school-room.,
Neither teachers nor pupils would have dared to kill it,
Constantly they fed it with milk. In many towns and .
villages large slabs of stone with figures of cobras, often
two cobras inter twined, carved in bas-relief are seen on..
a platform tinder a large tree. They are worshipped
especially by women who want children.